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Helping the RNLI save lives af sea




FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS IN 2011
This note to fundraising co-ordinators sets out activities in your official charity across 2011.
	1    Contact details

Here are the details of the people you should contact to order fundraising materials or discuss arrangements for the Appeal:

Contact Angela Saunders (Lifeboat Fund Secretary) – 

· to discuss the Appeal (this year’s, or to comment on last year’s!); 

· to submit your news to the website; 

· to get information for your internal publicity about The Fund; 

· to raise any queries 

Angela’s e-mail is: angela.saunders@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
And her ‘phone number is: 0131-244 8488

Contact Bianca Fischer (RNLI) - 
· to order your fundraising materials, Appeal leaflets and posters, collecting boxes & security strips etc

Bianca’s contact details at RNLI are: Bianca_Fischer@rnli.org.uk
And her ‘phone number is: 020 7620 7400

Enclosed with this note is a list of materials - AND AN ORDER FORM for you to send to Bianca.




You will see from the above that this year, as part of new arrangements to work more closely with the RNLI, all materials are to be ordered direct from that organisation, rather than through The Fund Secretary, as previously.  

See the “How to do it” guide in this pack, and do not hesitate to call Bianca Fischer at the RNLI if you have any queries.  

The key is to submit your order in plenty of time!
	2     Fundraising


The Lifeboat Fund’s major Appeal Day in 2011, when we hope all Government bodies will want to join in the fundraising, is 16th September (Scotland will focus on 15th, as the 16th is a public holiday).  It is likely that many bodies will want to focus their efforts at that time.  In larger departments, it may not be feasible, or desirable, to undertake the activity required for a fundraising exercise more than once a year.  
Smaller departments, and those who are developing internally the profile of The Fund – and their own fundraising approaches – may welcome the suggestion to consider smaller-scale activity earlier in the year, leading up to September.  For example, The RNLI’s biggest fundraising days in the year are: SOS Day (28th January), and the week including 3rd May: when supporters converge on the streets of London for their biggest annual collection activity.  
For the first time in 2011, The Lifeboat Fund is alerting its volunteers to those dates, and to consider if they might like to use them as a focus for their own fundraising.  This worked well for Scottish Government, which donated over £400 following its badge and cake sales around SOS Day!  

If your department chose to respond to SOS Day and/or to support the May fundraiser, Angela (contact details above) would welcome hearing from you.
	3    Other events and news in 2011


· The Fund’s Executive Committee met in January and March, and meets again in October.  If you have any questions or input for the Committee, please let Angela know.
· The Committee’s January and March meetings looked at helping more Government bodies to come ‘on board’ and support the RNLI’s life-saving work by donating to The Lifeboat Fund.  Communications and support to co-ordinators were also discussed
· The Chair, Sir Peter Housden (also Permanent Secretary of the Scottish Government), wrote in January to his colleagues to encourage their support for The Lifeboat Fund.  Your Permanent Secretary also received a second letter from Sir Peter about the 2011 Appeal
· The Fund’s 2011 AGM took place on 20 April, at the RNLI’s London HQ.  All Co-ordinators automatically become members of the Council of The Lifeboat Fund so, as ever, you were cordially invited to attend.  Following that meeting, you will hear when the 2010 Annual Report is issued.
· Also in April, Sir Peter performed the Naming Ceremony for the latest lifeboat to be purchased by The Fund.  This happened on Saturday, 16th April at 14:00, at Portrush, Northern Ireland, where the boat - David Roulston (Civil Service No. 52) – is stationed.  The Fund’s trustees and Council members were invited to attend the ceremony.  
	4    Communications!


We now have a new website and logo for The Lifeboat Fund.  The logo appears on page 1; and our new website is also ‘live’ (http://thelifeboatfund.org.uk)!  
Do let us know what you think of it – its ‘look’, content and messages.  And please send your stories to Angela on angela.saunders@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, so your fellow co-ordinators can read about what you are doing for the Appeal and any other news.  
We’d love to have your photographs too – please send these in JPG version.
The website can help us to share good fundraising practice.  But whether you want to see your stories published or not, Angela is interested in your fundraising activity, and how it has succeeded in generating donations.

Thank you for supporting The Civil Service’s Lifeboat Fund!
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