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Flood Rescue
Supporting Message

The RNLI’s Flood Rescue Team (FRT) is a group of specially trained volunteers ready to travel anywhere in the UK, ROI, or the world to assist in flood relief work. All Flood Rescue Team members, and other lifeboat crew, undergo specialised swift-water rescue training, which prepares them for the complex behaviour of floodwaters and rivers. They take part in annual exercises to keep their skills and knowledge up to date. 
Facts
· The Flood Rescue team was formed in 2000 and consists of 60 volunteers divided into three teams, which rotate their state of readiness. 
· The RNLI Flood Rescue Team forms the core of the RNLI’s National Flood Response, with another 240 specially trained volunteers available from lifeboat stations to support them.
· These volunteers take on extra training that provides them with the specialist knowledge to deal with the challenge of flood conditions.

· Each flood rescue team has to be inshore lifeboat trained, as D class lifeboats are generally used in relief efforts due to their agility, their shallow draught, and their ability to be deflated, transported and then reinflated. 
· Each team must have a variety of skills such as HGV driver, a crane rigger or slinger, forklift driver, linguist and a paramedic or doctor to tend sick or injured casualties or crew members. They must also have a communications specialist and a logistician. They all must hold a first aid certificate as well as bringing their general skills as lifeboat men and women to the team.
Operations statistics

· At any given time, one team is on 24-hour stand-by, the second is at 14 days' readiness and the third acts as a reserve pool. All teams are ready to travel to assist in flood relief work at home and across the globe. Since 2000 the Flood Rescue Team has rescued people from West Sussex to Gloucestershire; Guyana to Morpeth. The RNLI Flood Rescue Team has not only saved lives, but also transferred lifesaving skills across the globe.

· Over the course of 24 hours in Cumbria, November 2009, RNLI crews working alongside teams from the Fire and Rescue service, Mountain Rescue and other volunteers, evacuated approximately 200 people trapped in their homes. The expertise, professionalism and organisation the RNLI team brought to the situation was widely recognised.

Costs 

· The RNLI is currently kindly sponsored by Toolstation until 2013.
· The total cost of deployment to Cumbria was less than £22,000.
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Quote
“The Flood Rescue Team could be called upon at any time, and we need to be ready to deploy quickly and effectively to rescue those affected by the devastating consequences of flooding”

RNLI Training Divisional Inspector Allen Head 












Ref 27378





RNLI Flood Rescue Team rescue residents from Westsands Selsey, West Sussex after the sea burst sea defences.
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RNLI Flood rescue team members carrying a woman from her home during the Cockermouth floods in Cumbria.
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RNLI Flood Rescue Team with two D-class inshore lifeboats in a flooded street in Cockermouth during the November 2009 floods.
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RNLI Flood Rescue Team during swift water training at Ullswater in the Lake District.  
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